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An Interview with Nie Bishop
BY JUDI HICKS
native of Great Britain and resident of Michigan, Nie
Bishop has emigrated twice: first to New Zealand and
then to the United States. However, while growing up
he traveled extensively with his family. His father was
a biologist with UNESCO, and his mother was a chemist. The
family lived in Bangladesh, Sudan, Indonesia, and New Guinea.
He currently lives and works in Kalamazoo, where his wife is a
college professor. This summer Bishop was a guest speaker at
Oakland University's Authors and Illustrators program where
he talked about his award-winning career and where I had the
privilege of meeting with him before and after the lecture. He
has a soft-spoken, slightly self-deprecating, almost casual manner combined with a sense of patience and focus that is evident
in his photography. He is also a scientist, whose understanding
and love of biology is reflected in both his photography and
writing because "when doing children's books it's always important not to sacrifice accuracy for simplicity."

A

Nie Bishop during another day at the
office.

Just as his life has been filled with interesting
journeys around the world, Bishop's route to writing
children's books followed an indirect path. Growing up with parents who were both scientists, he
developed a deep interest in science. He received a
degree (with honors) in biology from the University
of Nottingham, England, and a PhD. in plant biology
from the University of Canterbury, New Zealand.
While working on his doctorate, he took respites
from his lab work by going into the mountains of
New Zealand.

These "pretty nice pictures" primarily involved
classical landscapes and classical wildlife shots. The
weather in New Zealand, though, can be capricious,
and after spending an hour or so setting up a shot,
rain and clouds would often obscure the view. While
waiting for the weather to clear, Bishop would find
himself interested in images much closer to hand.
He calls these photographs of individual insects,
ferns, dew droplets, etc. his "miniature secret
landscapes."

Bishop: I really enjoyed the aesthetic
experience of being in contact with nature.
The farther I got into academics, the more
time I spent in the lab, the less time I
found I was spending with living things. I
lived two lives: one during the week working in the lab, the other on weekends and
holidays when I'd hike into the mountains
and when I'd get my fix of personal contact
with nature and take some pretty nice
pictures.

Bishop: I've always been interesting in
"tiny things." I trained as a biologist and
invertebrates are much more important,
and to me more interesting, than larger
animals. I really like photographing things
you might not notice and bringing them
to life; photographs that let you into an
animal's world. If you get to the animal's
eye level, you're no longer looking at, say,
a slug in a human world, but looking at the
slug's world.

Judi Hicks is a sixth-grade language arts,
and sixth-through-eighth-grade math teacher
at St. Dennis Catholic School in Royal Oak.
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Bishop became known and honored in New Zealand
as an author of wildlife books for adults. Natural
History of New Zealand (Hodder & Stoughton, 1992),
a comprehensive book about New Zealand's pre-history focusing on plants and animals, won a Wattie
Book Award (now the Montana Book Award). From
the Mountains to the Sea: The Secret Life of New
Zealand's Rivers and Wetlands (Reed Books, 1994)
also won a Montana. Interestingly, although he is a
highly trained biologist, he has never taken a photography class and is completely self-taught.
Bishop: It seems logical that if you want
to know how to take pictures, you should
take a photo class. The same with writing;
I have no academic credentials for writing.
But I think it's more important to put your
heart into it. It's best to know about your
subject first and love it; you'll learn how
to photograph it. I didn't take a course
because they show how to use something
in a prescribed manner. I mess around
with it. I make mistakes, but I learn how
to do things in a unique way. I did look at
a lot of nature photography books and try
to figure out how they did it. Then I put
something of myself into it. I wrote my
books for adults, but then I kept hearing
how children were interested in the frog or
in the bug shots.
In 1992 a children's educational publishing company
asked him if he would contribute to a series of early
reading books being used in New Zealand. It would
be nonfiction, illustrated by photographs.
Bishop: I had no academic credentials
for writing children's educational books.
I don't have any qualifications in writing
or photography from a children's point
of view. I don't have any children, and I
never really read children's books when
young either. My only qualification on
paper was that I have a PhD. in plant
physiology. Now the plant I studied happened to be a weed, so for some reason
they wrote "Weed Science" on my diploma.
As soon as they gave me that, I thought,
"I'm never going to get a job now!"
However, I thought back to my own
experience. I wasn't very interested in the
things I was given to read in school, so my
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reading levels were behind. The publishers
wanted to start producing these nonfiction
books illustrated by photographs at a very
early reading age because in the classroom
there are some children that don't respond
to the typical fiction books illustrated by
artwork. They want to read about things
they've seen in real life and want to see
real pictures of them. If they don't get that
they may fall behind in their reading. They
just aren't stimulated by the fiction as
much. I thought back to when I was a child
at school-that was pretty much my story.
We'd get these books with little drawings
that I didn't find relevant to what I was
interested in, and I didn't want to read
them. So for the first 3 or so years of school
my reading levels were lower than average .. You get behind at a crucial time, and
that can affect you for life. So it struck
a chord that this was something worth
doing.
When asked what it was like creating children's
books after being a writer of books for adults, Bishop
replied,
Bishop: You may have to simplify your
writing, using less complex prose or vocabulary. Some writers might be frustrated
having to give away some of their writer's
tools. But children can appreciate the same
nature photography adults can, so I don't
have to take "'simple pictures" for children.
I just take the same photographs I really
enjoy taking and children are sophisticated
enough in terms of interpreting pictures
that they can appreciate them. Children's
imaginations are in many ways richer than
adults. Their imaginations are unfettered.
Artwork in books for children, in my view,
is often more interesting, more inventive,
more sophisticated than art produced for
adults, so artists working in children's
books can have a really good time. I find it
a very rewarding field to work in.
Shooting the early reader books, though,
was not simple. To shoot the photographs
in the field is quite difficult and time
consuming. A relatively simple shot needs
to have a regulated depth of field and may
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require five to eight flashguns to set the
lighting. Then there are the difficulties of
convincing the animals to cooperate.

It finally occurs to you that you're using
artificial light so why not shoot indoors?
Even so, I needed to develop studio techniques and equipment that were essential
for the high-speed photography. I would
do the photography in my kitchen. Fortunately, my wife is very understanding.
She'd go to work in the morning with
everything very tidy and come home to
find a pond in the kitchen and insects flying around. The early learning books were
generally the same. Animals are interested
in three things: eating, avoiding being
eaten, and sex. Since you can't use the sex
part in early reading books that leaves the
eating part!
In 1994, Dr. Bishop moved to the United States when
his wife, a microbiologist, received
an offer to do research at Harvard.
Bishop: I went around
Boston and New York [talking with publishers] and
was taken on by Scholastic
and Houghton Mifflin. I had
worked with Joy Cowley in
New Zealand, and one of
my first books in the United
States was Red-Eyed Tree
Frog (Scholastic, 1999) with
Joy. Since Joy and I had
worked together before we
both knew what to expect. I
take the photos first (picking an animal I
think will appeal to children and be possible to photograph) and try to accumulate
a series of actions that can be threaded
into a story. I send these to Joy so she can
sort through and fit words to them. While
doing this, she may suggest trying one or
two things that might add tension and
help her put words to the pictures, and I
will then take a few more pictures to suit
her needs. I come up with a set of photos
first and then the story goes back and
forth a little till it is complete and edited
to 32 pages.
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The frog in the book was actually my pet.
Some people are surprised and disappointed. Now I've spent quite a bit of time
in the rain forest and I've observed redeyed tree frogs there. And what you have
to do, since they come out at night, you
have to go out at midnight or 1 o'clock in
the morning with a flashlight. You stumble
through the darkness trying to avoid any
of the several species of poisonous snakes
that are around and also trying to avoid
the alligators that might be there. Once
you're in the middle of the swamp you
shine your flashlight up in the trees about
30 feet up, and if you're lucky you might
see a red-eyed tree frog hanging from the
tip of the branch, and as soon as it jumps
it leaves the thin beam of your flashlight
and you never see it again.
To be honest, I was quite surprised by
how well the book did. From my point of
view it was really just a
continuation of the books
I'd done already in New
Zealand-the same style
of book, really. So to me
it wasn't something new,
but because it was the
first book I'd done in the
United States, it was
very fresh over here, and
I think that helped it,
along with the fact that
the story and pictures
are so simple and easy to
follow.

Red-Eyed Tree Frog won the Boston Globe-Horn
Book Award in 1999.
Bishop's first book for the Scientists in the Field
series, The Snake Scientist (Houghton Mifflin, 1999)
written by Sy Montgomery, received an International
Reading Association Children's Book Award and was
one of Bishop's favorite shoots.

Snake Scientist was photographed in the
prairie of Manitoba. I found the contrast of
the big sky and the landscape amazing. I
was fascinated by the deserted towns and
by how many names were the same as the
names in New Zealand. I liked to think of
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the settlers setting out for both places from
England, so I found that trip fascinating.
The book did quite well, too.
When asked how working on the Scientists in the
Field books compared with Red-Eyed Tree Frog or
Chameleon, Chameleon (a 2005 collaboration with
Joy Cowley), Bishop replied:

Bishop: I consider the early reading
books to be photo illustration since I do
so much of the work in the studio. A main
difference is that Sy and I work together,
alongside each other in the field, to do
these books. She is aware of what I have
good photos of and can adjust her text to
suit, while I have a good idea of what she
wants to write about so I can make sure
I can take the relevant photos. We may
only spend 2 weeks in the field, so I have
to stay busy (and in good health) to get
everything needed. It helps to be a good
photographer but you also have to stay
healthy. Ifl'm not there when something
happens, it isn't in the book. There is no
chance to fly back for a second shoot if
anything goes wrong, which is always a
worry for me. It's always nerve-wracking when you get the film back from the
film lab, afraid of seeing reams of black
transparencies. I've never had a problem,
though; nothing has ever gone wrong with
the film.
And what kinds of things have gone wrong?

Bishop: Digging up Bird Dinosaurs
(Houghton Mifflin, 2000) was certainly a
memorable experience. I got food poisoning
from the meal I ate just before boarding
the plane for Madagascar. It was so bad
the plane almost landed in Nairobi for
me. Once we were on the dig everyone on
the team developed dysentery. Just after
I got back in the United States I picked
up another infection because I was so
rundown, and I ended up in the hospital.
I definitely appreciate the importance of
staying healthy when I'm on a trip and
make sure to get myself in good shape
before I leave. For example, I was running
20 miles a week to help prepare for my
most recent trip to New Guinea.
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The tree kangaroo book, shot in New
Guinea, was physically demanding because
we had to hike for several days to the location and were in the cloud forest at 9,000
feet altitude. I had to cart about 25 pounds
of camera stuff all the time. Then there
was lots of mud and rain, which is hard
on equipment (one of my cameras broke
down). But I used to live in New Guinea
as a teenager so I knew pretty much what
it would be like. Also, despite 30 years of
absence, I still remembered how to speak
Pidgin English so I had some good conversations with our local guides and hunters.
There was no electricity so no TV or radio.
People entertain themselves by sitting
around and sharing stories of funny things
that had happened in life. It was one of the
most productive 3 weeks of my life.
When I lived in New Guinea as a teenager I was the only white teenager in the
town during term time, and I was homeschooled. I'd go on long walks up into the
villages and talk to the elders and the
people. I'd go out for up to 3 weeks at a
time, taking my simple old camera and a
tape recorder. On one trip a group of hunters took me out to find a bird of paradise. I
know I got a picture of it, but it was so far
away that no matter how much I tried to
blow up the black and white print, it never
showed as more than a dot.
The New Guinea book, Quest for the Tree Kangaroo:
An Expedition to the Cloud Forest of New Guinea,
will be published by Houghton Mifflin in October
2006. One difference in the photography for this book
is that Bishop included digital pictures.

Bishop: The quality of digital cameras has
only matched film within the last year, so
I was using film until a few months ago,
although I have scanned film into digital
files for years. Digital cameras are just
more flexible in terms of adjusting film
speeds and other things between one shot
and the next. It was useful in New Guinea
where I was working in varying light conditions from sunlight to very deep shade. I
invest in a lot of film. I invest a lot of time
with every subject. If I get one good photograph per roll of film that's a pretty good
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record, so that's one in 36. If I take 70 to
100 shots, there may be one that's publishable. It's not a random process. I identify
everything quite strongly. When you're
using eight flashguns you have hundreds
of variable with the lighting. You can take
hundreds of pictures to get the right one.
I have to because, with film, I can think
I know how a picture will come out but I
can't be sure until I get it. With digital, I
can take the picture, look at
it, and adjust the lighting.
It's a help, and I don't have
to take as many pictures as
I used to.
While trips to the field may
strenuous, the creative process
involved in studio work has its
own pressure and stress.

Bishop: Of my children's
books, the most difficult
would probably be Forest
Explorer (Scholastic, 2002)
and Backyard Detective
(Scholastic, 2004) because of
the number of animals and
other things I photographed
and then put together in
each double page. By the
time I worked on these
books, computers had become powerful
enough that I could use them in photo
illustration. I thought that instead of having an individual picture of each subject,
it would be much more fun to cut all the
animals out and place them into one picture.
All of the animals are life size, and you can
see them in proportion to their habitat.
Children can find out a lot about wildlife by
looking and not necessarily reading. This
is good for children who may still be a bit
shy of reading. However, each spread took
well over a month's work to photograph, cut
out, and assemble everything. I enjoy using
computers though. They allow me to work in
photo-illustration as compared to the more
classical photojournalism I do for the Scientists in the Field books. I like playing around
with new things and having a diversity of
ways that I work.
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Although Forest Explorer is a guide to
northern forest, and not specifically
Michigan forests, the work for it was done
in and around Kalamazoo, making it a
"Michigan book" of sorts.
In 2005 The Tarantula Scientist (Houghton Mifflin,
2004) was named a Sibert Honor Book by the American Library Association. Even though the photographs were crucial, only Sy Montgomery received
the award.

Bishop: The Sibert, until last
year, only honored the author,
even though both illustration
and text were judged. We
(really just Sy) got a Sibert
Honor for the Tarantula book.
Because the judges later realized the contribution made by
the photographs, they changed
the rules so that both author
and illustration will now
receive the award. On the whole
I think awards should honor
the book (as in case of the Horn
Book award), rather than the
author or the illustrator. There
are really many people who
impact on the quality of a book
and it would be nice if they all
felt congratulated.
Even though the book was honored, it was still a
bittersweet situation.

Bishop: Well, it is rather hard for me,
although of course I'm pleased for Sy.
Somehow there is this hierarchy that
seems to consider the illustrator's work not
as important as the writer's. I suppose it's
how women were treated for many years:
their thoughts not as important as what
men thought. I'm getting to experience this
a bit myself. As an aside to it, however, Sy
is a woman, and she won the award.
Also, there seems to be a hierarchy that ranks
photography lower than painting or drawing when
the Caldecott is awarded. How would Bishop feel
about winning a Caldecott?

Bishop: There are so many more awards
in children's books than in adult books,
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which is gratifying. In adult books, you
could go for years without the positive
feedback that awards give, whereas with
children's books one often gets a friendly
pat on the back. I'm sure a photo book will
someday win the Caldecott. The panel
of judges is always changing so it's just
a matter of time until there are several
judges in one year who appreciate photography. The Caldecott is a big award and
is specific to illustration, so though I'd be
very pleased to win it with my work. Now
that I'm eligible, a Sibert is more apt.
Many photographers work themselves into
a rather narrow niche. I think I must have
a short attention span. I like variety. I don't
like to travel all the time. I have a wife and
a wonderful home life. I go out about twice
a year. I don't go out more because I value
my home life. My wife, who is a professor
at a liberal arts college, has a hard job, too.
I want to be there with her and for her. I
have published over 50 books, including
books published in New Zealand and for the
school market, and have written over half
of these books, including writing for adults
as well as children. I really enjoy writing,
although I'd go nuts ifl had to do it all the
time, but a couple of months a year is all
right. I find it makes a pleasant change
from photography and stretches my creativity in a new direction. I am writing about
five books at the moment.
I went to New Zealand on a "working
holiday visa" originally. I sometimes feel
like I'm still doing that. Is what I do work,
or is it a holiday?
In addition to his trade books for Scholastic and
Houghton Mifflin in the United States, Bishop writes
and photographs books for the educational market,
primarily in the UK and New Zealand. These books,
which particularly appeal to children (and teachers!)
who enjoy Red-eyed Tree Frog, can sometimes be
found through US publishers. Backyard Detective and
Forest Explorer are recommended for ages 4 through
8; the Scientist in the Field books are recommended
for ages 8 through 12, but younger and older readers
find much of interest, notably the detailed photography. Adults are intrigued by these books especially
by the bug and snake pictures. It is apropos that the
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author-photographer who began by writing books for
adults with entrancing photos for children now writes
for children while still fascinating adults.
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Title of Entry

The Michigan Reading Association is sponsoring a great opportunity to
have a student from your school building become published!

It's as
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easy as ...
Select a piece of writing from your building
Fill out the Student Information Sheet
Proofread selection and edit with student writer
Mail the writing and information by the deadline
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• One entry per school building, any grade K-12.
: ---------------------School Name
•
• Manuscript must be original. Prose or poetry may be entered.
••
• Students may submit a black line drawing with entry on a separate sheet
•
School Address
of 8 1/2" x 11" paper (due to space limitations, drawing may not be published).
•
•
• Manuscript must be typed, double-spaced on 8 1/2" x 11" paper.
•
• Manuscript must be in "polished" form (no invented spellings).
•
Zip Code
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• WORD LIMIT:
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K - 6th grade
ih - 1ih grade

School Phone (include area code)

250 words
500 words

Student Information Sheet must be completed and attached to entry.
Mail entry to :
Kaleidoscope Entry
Michigan Reading Association
668 Three Mile Road, Suite C
Grand Rapids, MI 49544

For more information contact the Michigan Reading Association office,
800.MRA.READ.
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Teacher's Name (please print)
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A submitted entry gives Michigan Reading
Association permission to publish manuscript in
KALEIDOSCOPE 2007.
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Michigan Reading
Association
"Literacy Changes Everything"
51st Annual Confere nee
March 10-12, 2007
Research Pre-Conference
March 9, 2007
Grand Rapids, Michigan
Online registration and additional
information available at:
www.michiganreading.org

MRA 2007 Annual Conference Overview
General Session Speakers:
Christopher Paul Curtis, Harvey "Smokey" Daniels, and Mem Fox

Featured Speakers:
Janet Allen, Patrick Allen, Richard Allington, Diane Barone, Rita Bean, Isabel Beck, Kylene Beers, Max Brand, Doug Buehl,
Jim Burke, Lori Conrad, J. David Cooper, Ruth Culham, Ron Davis, Doug Fisher, Kelly Gallagher, Kathy Ganske, Anne
Goudvis, Chryse Hutchins, Jerry Jennings, Ellin Keene, Barry Lane, Steve Layne, Anne McGill-Franzen, Debbie Miller,
Evan Robb, Frank Serafini, Franki Sibberson, Megan Sloan, Diane Sweeney, Karen Szymusiak, Cris Tovani, Karen Wixson,
and more ...

National Authors and Illustrators:
Kim and Danny Adlerman, Marc Brown, Laurie Halse-Anderson, Lisi Harrison, Paul Janeczko, Gordon Korman, Jenny
Maizels, Wendy Mass, Marissa Moss, Elizabeth Partridge, Kate Petty, Chris Raschka, Jeff Stone, Ruth VanderZee, Judith
Viorst, David Wiesner, and more ...

Michigan Authors and Illustrators:
Wendy Anderson Halperin, Carol Crane, Kelly DiPucchio, Nancy Edwards, Ryan Hipp, Kevin and Stephanie Kammeraad,
Cyd Moore, John Mooy, Joe Novara, Sue Stauffacher, Buffy Silverman, Carolyn Stich, Christine Tricario, Hope Vestergaard,
Kathy Jo Wargin, Lisa Wheeler, Jennifer Williams, Terry Wooten, Wong Herbert Yee, and more ...
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PLEASE READ FIRST:
•
~ Registrations must be postmarked or submitted online on or before February 23, 2007. Please do not submit registration forms•
to the MRA office after February 23, 2007. After February 23, registration will only be available onsite at the MRA conference
registration booth. A $25.00 processing fee will be charged for each onsite registration.
~ CURRENT MRA MEMBERS: Check your membership card or the back cover of a recent copy of your MRA newsletter or
journal for your membership number and expiration date. Current MRA members should register under the "New or
Renewing" member category if their membership expires prior to May 2007.
~ Conference refund requests must be in writing and postmarked by March 2, 2007. Your name badge must be included,
and a $15.00 proce sing fee will be assessed. Please note that membership fees and meal function tickets are non~refundable.
~ Replacement cost for a lost name badge is $10.00.
If you do not receive confirmation materials prior to the conference, your materials will be available onsite at the MRA
registration booth.
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•
•
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Research Pre-Conference - "Literacy RESEARCH Changes Everything"

II

Friday, March 9

ii

Distinguished researchers from across the country (P. David Pearson, Annemarie Palincsar, Irene Gaskins, and Claude Goldenberg)
will give keynote addresse on literacy research that has changed classroom practice in the past and/or is changing classroom practice
now. Outstanding "new faces" in the Michigan literacy research community will offer breakout sessions on cutting-edge research that
may change PreK- 12 classroom practice in the future. A video tribute honoring the memory of Dr. Michael Pressley will also be part
of the event. Seperate registration required. Please visit www.nzichiganreading.org for details and registration information.

MRA 2007 Annual Con erence Meal Functions

ISaturday, March 10 I
Administrator Luncheon - Featured speaker: Evan Robb, accomplished administrator
This luncheon talk will focus on creative ways to motivate staff based on two premises: high staff morale improves the work
environment and change is best when it is orchestrated by those most impacted.
Secondary Luncheon - Featured speaker: Kylene Beers, author of When Kids Can~ Read - What Teachers Can Do: A Guide for
Grades 6-12
Dr. Beers will outline the changing literacy demands that adolescents in this "flat" world, so aptly described in The World is Flat by
Thomas Friedman, will face in the coming decades. She will connect those demands to the literacy practices that must be enacted
in middle schools and high schools to ensure that all students, but especially those who lag in literacy skills, receive the education
they need to be productive in this ever-increasingly competitive, global economy.
Pre-Service Teacher Pizza Lunch - Celebrating the Future of MRA!
Come network with fellow pre-service teachers and others during a pizza lunch with entertainment and prizes to celebrate our future
teachers. This luncheon is limited to student registrant only.
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Author/Illustrator Breakfast
Enjoy breakfast and conversation with one of 40 bestselling and award-winning authors and illustrators. Participants will receive a
complimentary signed book. Among the guests are Laurie Halse Anderson, Wendy Anderson Halperin, Lisi Harrison, Paul Janeczko,
Wendy Mass, Cyd Moore, Marissa Moss, Elizabeth Partridge, Chris Raschka, Ruth Vanderzee, David Wiesner, and many more.
Illustrator Luncheon - Featured speaker: Cyd Moore, illustrator of I Love You, Stinky Face and others
How does a double-spaced typed manuscript become a lavish book that might be enjoyed for generations? What do illustrators,
editors, and designers talk about for six months while a book is in the works? Join Cyd Moore for an entertaining peep into an
illustrator's world.
Young Authors' Luncheon - Featured speaker: Wendy Mass, author of A Mango - Shaped Space and others
Being a writer doesn't have to limit you to publishing only one type of material. There are many fun (and often overlooked) ways
to see your words in print. Author Wendy Mass will share her own experiences as a writer to encourage young authors.

\!Monday, March 12

lj

Reading Specialist/Literacy Coach Breakfast - Rita Bean, author of The Reading Specialist: Leadership for the Classroom, School
and Community
Dr. Bean's breakfast talk will focus on two exemplary literacy coaches and how they made a difference in their schools. Their challenges,
their successes, and their approaches to solving problems will be described.
Title 1 Luncheon - Featured speaker: Judith Viorst, author of Alexander and the Terrible, Hon·ible, No Good, Very Bad Day
Join Judith Viorst as she examines the shared experiences of children and adults: sibling rivalry, dreams of glory, "wicked thoughts", loving
feelings and the inevitable tug between separation and safety, u ing both her children's books and adult writing. She will combine serious
thought-provoking points with humorous anecdotes and poems, showing how laughter can serve as a way of coping as we journey through
different stages of our lives.
Adult Literacy Luncheon - Featured speaker: Ron Davis, author of The Gift of Learning and The Gift of Dyslexia
Ron Davis will share his valuable information on a brief history of the background and development of Davis Dyslexia Correction, how
dyslexics think, how dyslexia develops, how dyslexics learn best, and how dyslexia can be corrected.

Graduate credit through Central Michigan University and SB-CEU credit available pending approval.
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MRA 2007 Annual Conference Registration Form (page I)
CONFEREE INFORMATION
(Please print clearly or type)

PAYMENT INFORMATION

, _____________________ TOTAL AMOUNT INCLUDED.................................................$_ _ __
MRA Membership Number (current or renewing member only)

Expiration Date

Name (as you would like it ro appear 0 11 your name badge)

METHOD OF PAYMENT:
0 Check* or money order enclosed
(payable to Michigan Reading Association )

Address

*Checks return ed fo r ins1~fficie111 funds will he subject to a $25 .00 processing fee.

Apt.

0 MasterCard O Visa
City

State

Zip Code

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
Expiration:rn -

Phone

[TI

County

E-mail Address

Signature (required on all credit card and purchase order paymenrs)

Institution/District Affiliation:

0 Purchase Order Included

(as you would like it to appear 011 your name badge)
------------------------

Position:
0 Teacher
0 Administrator
0 Title I
O Paraprofessional
0 Media/Librarian
0 Adult Educator
0 Pre-Service Teacher

Level:
0 Pre-K
0 Elementary
0 Middle
0 High School
0 University
0 Other _ _ _ _ _ __

Purchase order number:

-

- - - --

-

- -- - - ---•

Purchase order bill to:

Institution/ District

Contact

Address

City

Are you an IRA member? o Yes o No
IRA Membership Number: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

- - --

Phone

State

Zip Code

E-mail Address

Are you a member of a Local or Special Interest Reading Council?
(Please indicate name of council.)
CURRENT MEMBERS : Please check below if you had a change of:

0 Name

O Address

O Affiliation

OE-mail

Full payment must accompany each registration form.
Registrations will not be processed without full payment included.
A separate registration form must be submitted for each conjeree. Please complete and submit
both pages 1 & 2 of the registration form.
Photocopy pages 1 & 2 for your records and submit originals to:
MRA Conference Registration
668 Three Mile Road NW, Suite C
Grand Rapids, MI 49544-8219
Fax credit card and purchase order payments to: 616-647-9378
FALL
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MRA 2007 Annual Conference Registration Form

(page 2)

Please select membership status (Current, New or Renewing) and conferee level (Full or One Day Only).

Current Re~ular member (membership expires after 05/07)
Full Conference $145 ............ ....................... .. ................................................................................................................... $_ _ __
One Day Only (plea e elect day) $100 ............................................................................................................................ $ _ __
Saturday (3 /10)
Sunday (3111)
Monday (3112)

•

•

•

New or Renewin1: {membership expires before 05!07}Refular member
Full Conference $180 (includes $35 nonrefundable regular membership fee) .................................................................. $_ __
One Day Only (please select day) $135* (includes 35 nonrefundable regular membership fee) .................................... $_ _ __
Saturday (3/10)
Sunday (3111)
Monday (3112)

•

•

•

Current Retired Educator member (membership expires after 05/07)
Full Conference $130 ......................................... ............................................................................................................... $_ __
One Day Only (please select day) $85 ...................................................................... .. ...................................................... $_ __
Sawrday(3/I0)
Sunday(3/ll)
Monday(3/12)

•

•

•

New or Renewin1: (membership expires before 05/07) Retired Educator member
Full Conference $150 (includes $20 nonrefundable retired educator membership fee) .................................................... $_ _ __
One Day Only (plea e select day) $120 (includes $20 nonrefundable retired educator member hip fee) ......................... $_ __
Saturday (3110)
Sunday (3/ll)
Monday (3112)

•

•

•

Current Student member (membership expires after 05/07)
Full Conference $85 .......................................................................................................................................................... $. ____
One Day Only (please select day) $65 .............................................................................................................................. $. _ __
Saturday (3110)
Sunday (3111)
Monday (3/12)

•

•

•

New or Renewine; (membership expires before 05/07) Student member
Full Conference $100 (includes $15 nonrefundable student membership fee) .................................................................. $. _ _ __
One Day Only (plea e select day) $75 (includes $15 nonrefundable student membership fee) ........................................ $_ __
Saturday (3110)
Sunday (3 /ll)
Monday (3/12)

•

,s

i!

~
~ ':
§ 1:;

•

•

Current Parent/Non-Educator member (membership expires after 05/07)
FulJ Conference $80 .......................................................................................................................................................... $_ _ __
One Day Only (plea e elect day) $60 .............................................................................................................................. $_ _ __
0 Saturday (3/10)
Sunday (3/11)
Monday (3112)

•

•

! New or Renewin,: (membership expires before 05/07) Parent/Non-Educator member
~ ~

~

:,

Full Conference $90 (incJudes $10 nonrefundable parent/non-educator membership fee) ............................................... $_ _ __
One Day Only (plea e elect day) $70 (includes 10 nonrefundable parent/non-educator membership fee) ................... $_ _ __
Saturday (3110)
Sunday (3111)
Monday (3112)

•

•

•

Non-member (does NOT want to become an MRA member)
Full Conference $205 ....................................... ..................................................................................................................$_ __
One Day Only (please elect day) $165 ............................................................................................................................. $_ __

•

Saturday(J/10)

•

Sunday(3/ll)

•

Monday(3/12)

IMEAL FUNCTIONS I O Check here for vegetarian meal(s)
PLEASE NOTE: Tickets for meal functions must be pre-ordered and are nonrefundable.
Saturday {3/10)
Administrator Luncheon (featuring Evan Robb) $26 ..................................................................................................... $_ _ __
Secondary Luncheon (featuring Kylene Beers) $26 ........................................................................................................ $_ _ __
Pre-Service Teacher Pizza Lunch $5 (student registrants only) ..................................................................................... $_ __

Sunday {3/11}
Author/Illustrator Breakfast (featuring 40 authors and illustrators from the 2007 conference) $19 ............................. $_ _ __
Young Authors' Luncheon (featuring Wendy Mass) $26 ................................................................................................ $. _ _ __
Illustrator Luncheon (featuring Cyd Moore) $26 ........................................................................................................... $._ _ __

Monday <3112)
Reading Specialist/Literacy Coach Breakfast (featuring Rita Bean) $26 .....................................................................$ _ __
Title I Luncheon (featuring Judith Viorst) $26 ................................................................................................................... $._ __
Adult Literacy Luncheon (featuring Ron Da,·is) $26 ........................................................................................................ $._ __
TOTAL AMOUNT INCLUDED.............. $_ __

RESEARCH PRE-CONFERENCE - Friday, March 9, 2007 - Find out more and register at www.michiganreading.org

2007 Michigan Reading Association
Research Pre-Conference
"Literacy RESEARCH Changes Everything"
Friday, March 9, 2007

Schedule of Events:
8:00AM
Check in and continental
breakfast
8:30 - 8:40 AM - Welcome

Literacy research has changed, continues to change, and will change classroom
practice. Come hear the past, present and future of literacy research from
distinguished researchers and new members of the research community. Also,
come to celebrate the memory of Dr. Michael Pressley, a scholar cited more
than most in literacy research literature.

8:40 - 9:40 AM
Literacy Research That ls
Changing Practice :
A Historical Overview
P. David Pearson

r------------------------------~
Re2istration Information

9:40 - 10:25 AM
Literacy Research That Is
Changing Practice - Part I
Annemarie Palincsar

Pre-Conference Registration Fee ............................... ............ ............. .. .... ..................... $115
(Must be postmarked by February 23, 2007)
On-Site Pre-Conference Registration Fee ........ ............................................................. .$140

10:25 -10:40 AM - Break

Name:

10:40 - 11 :25 AM
Literacy Research That ls
Changing Practice - Part II
Irene Gaskins

Street Address:

12:10 - 1:10 PM - Lunch
1:15 -2:00 PM
Literacy Research That Could
Change Practice - Round I
Breakout Sessions
2:00-2: 15 PM - Break
2: 15 - 3:00 PM
Literacy Research That Could
Change Practice - Round II
Breakout Sessions
3:00 PM - Reception

,,.

------------------------

City, State, Zip: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

11:25 AM - 12:10 PM
Literacy Research That Is
Changing Practice - Part Ill
Claude Goldenberg

I

---------------------------

~.

Phone:- - - - - - - - - - - - - -Email: - - - - - - - - - - - Method of Payment: (Payment in full must accompany this registration form)
D Purchase Order Enclosed. P.O.#_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
D Check* or Money Order (payable to MRA) *Returned checks subject to $25 fee
D Master Card or Visa
_ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Exp: _ j
Signature: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Date: _ _ __

Please submit and individual registration form, one time only, for each registrant.
Photocopy completed form for your records and submit original form to:
MRA Pre-Confere nee Registration
668 Three Mile Road NW, Suite C
Grand Rapids, MI 49544-8219
Fax: 616-647-9378
Phone: 1-800-672-7323 • Email: mra@michiganreading.org • www.michiganreading.org

~------------------------------~
SB-CEU credit available pending approval
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